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905-889-2522 As we approach the March Break, we are hopeful 

that a (well-deserved) change of seasons will soon 

be upon us.  Spring is often cited as one of the 

favourite times of the year for many people.  It is a 

time of renewal, new growth and new opportu-

nity.  Spring always brings forth a buzz of activity 

in the school and in classrooms, and may be a 

symbol of our continued efforts as a school com-

munity to work together in supporting and pro-

moting the academic, social and emotional growth 

of our students. 

  

We are now well into the second term of this 

school year.  In moving forward towards the goals 

of academic success and student well-being, we 

encourage you to contact your child’s teacher(s) 

and the school on a regular basis to ensure that 

expectations regarding “next steps” for your child 

are put into action, and clearly understood by all 

involved:  students, parents, teachers, and admini-

stration.  We continue to encourage a proactive 

approach to productive and collaborative partner-

ships. 

  

March will prove to be a very exciting and busy 

month for students, staff and parents at Charles 

Howitt P.S.  As you are aware, we are currently 

engaged in our annual “Celebration of Dance”, 

which began on Feb.26th, 2018 and will run until 

March 9th, 2018 (a separate letter went home ear-

lier to this effect).  All students are expected to 

participate in this engaging, experiential event, and 

we are proud that, based on student and teacher 

input, we have done our best to ensure that the 

dance experiences cater to the interests of each 

class.  Further, we look forward to our culminat-

ing dance performance on March 9th, 2018, (start 

time is 2:00 p.m.  Please mark your calendars!   

  

March 21st, 2018 will be a very important date 

for any families who wish to take part in a number 

of exciting and celebratory events at our 

school.  Starting at 2:00 p.m., we will host a Cele-

bration of Nowruz (a Persian celebration for 

the coming of Spring). This event (approx. 30 

mins. in length) will showcase a dramatic perform-

ance, dances, and – very importantly – the tradi-

tion of “jumping over fire”- a symbol of   renewal.   

    

I would like to extend a “thank you” to our 

parent community for their efforts in support-

ing safe driving and parking practices during the 

very busy pick-up and drop-off times at 

school.   It is both hoped for, and encouraged 

that, with the coming of warmer weather, par-

ents will encourage their children who are not 

eligible for bussing, to walk to and from 

school.    This is not only a healthy practice, 

but also reduces significant traffic congestion 

around the school.   We feel that less traffic on 

the road will contribute to safer conditions for 

both pedestrians and motorists, alike!  In addi-

tion to the aforementioned, please see, below, 

some additional suggestions to support our 

continued efforts in supporting road safety:  

  

a)  Richmond Hill Road Watch is a com-

munity initiative that enables any member of 

the public to report dangerous driving by pro-

viding information about the offending incident 

on this website: https://onlinereporting.yrp.ca/

dors/en/crupfilingperson. The report is anony-

mous and the registered owner of the vehicle 

will be contacted by the YRP in writing. More 

information about this initiative can be found 

at: http://www.richmondhill.ca/subpage.asp? 

  

In partnership with York Regional Police,   

parents should be encouraged to report     

instances of dangerous driving around the 

school 

 

b) Please follow the rules of the 

road:  Parents and community members are 

reminded to adhere to safe driving practices 

and to respect the posted signage on the road 

(i.e. parking along the road only where per 

permitted and never in the staff parking lot; 

not pulling U-turn’s on the road – they are 

illegal; etc.). 

  

At all times, please feel free to contact the 

school should you have any comments or 

questions! 

  

Tim Gervais, Principal 

Jaime Bunbury, Vice-Principal 

https://onlinereporting.yrp.ca/dors/en/crupfilingperson
https://onlinereporting.yrp.ca/dors/en/crupfilingperson
http://www.richmondhill.ca/subpage.asp?pageid=eng_road_watch


Looking for summer learning and fun activities for students entering 

Senior Kindergarten to Grade 8? Summer Institute offers academic, 

recreational and athletic programs and activities with intentional links to 

the Ontario Curriculum. 

The program runs for six weeks during July and August. It is offered at 

11 school sites around York Region. 

For more information on dates, programs and locations, please visit the 

Summer Institute page on www.yrdsb.ca. 

Registration opens March 7.  Families can now register online, as well as 

in person or by mail. 

Base Registration Weekly Fees:  

York Region District School Board students: $105 (4 day 

weeks) $120 (5 day weeks) 

Non- York Region District School Board students: $130 (4 day 

weeks) $155 (5 day weeks) 
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All YRDSB schools are now using School Cash Online as an online payment system. School Cash Online is an easy, safe 

and convenient way for families to pay online for extracurricular items or events, including yearbooks and field trips. It 

helps to reduce paper and the amount of cash/cheques handled by parents and students.  

 

Families may make payments using School Cash Online, or by cash or cheque.  

 

You can register for School Cash Online at any time. There is also a button on our school website. Once you are regis-

tered, you will be notified of any new items available for your child. 

Important Bussing Message 

Dear Parents/

Guardians,  

 Re: Student Bussing 

Eligibility  

 Did you know that 

students’ bussing eligi-

bility changes through-

out their school career? 

Your son/daughter’s 

eligibility to ride the 

school bus may change 

according to their grade 

and distance from home 

to school. Below are 

the provisions for eligi-

bility identified in the 

Board’s Transportation 

Policy #680:  

• All YRDSB students in 

Grades JK-3 who live 

within 1.2 km of their 

school are not eligible 

for transportation  

• All YRDSB students in 

Grades 4-8 who live 

within 1.6 km of their 

school are not eligible 

for transportation  

• All YRDSB students in 

Grades 9-12 who live 

within a transit served 

area are not eligible for 

transportation.  

  

To view Board Policy 

#680 Student Transpor-

tation, please visit 

www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. 

For more information 

about bus transporta-

tion and to determine 

your son/daughter’s 

eligibility please visit  

 

*Please note:  As Yonge 

Street is a major road-

way, all students living 

east of Yonge Street are 

eligible for bussing re-

gardless of age. 

Summer Institute 2018 

School Cash Online 

Planning for September - Are you moving? 

If you will be moving out of our area in the next 4 to 6 months, 
please let the office know of your intentions at your earliest con-
venience.  We are well under way in planning for September, 2018 
and it is critical that we have accurate numbers at all stages of the 
process. We ask that families assist us with 
these preparations by informing the office 
(in writing) if you are moving out of the 
Charles Howitt P.S. area. Please include the 
last day of attendance and the school your 
child(ren) will be attending. This will also 
facilitate in the transfer of your child’s       
records (OSR). Thank you!  

Spring Food Drive 

Kids Helping Kids are pleased to be organizing a 

Spring Food Drive on behalf of the Richmond Hill 
Food Bank. 

 
Donations of non-perishable food items will be 

accepted at school from March 22 - March 29. 
Items such as canned goods, baby 

food, pasta etc. are much appreci-
ated.  We will be taking the items 

collected to the RHFB for distribu-
tion in the community. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/summer/si/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/summer/si/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca
https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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March Break 

Parents are reminded that March Break 

will take place from  

Monday, March 12 -Friday, March 16  

inclusive. 

There is no school during this week. 

 

Easter Holidays 

The school will be closed on the                

following days;  

 

Friday, March 30 and Monday, April 2, 

2018 

Contribute to Strategic Planning at YRDSB - Upcoming Town Halls 

York Region District School Board is revisioning its Multi-Year Plan (MYP) and Board Improvement Plan for 

Student Achievement and Well-being. The Board of Trustees is responsible for setting the strategic direction 

of public education in York Region public schools. The MYP incorporates the direction established by the 

Trustees with feedback received from all stakeholders, and will inform decision making at the Board in the 

years to come. Town halls will be taking place across the region and feedback collected from families and 

community members will inform the creation of a new MYP. Your voice is important and your input and feed-

back will help York Region District School Board support student achievement and well-being. There will also 

be other opportunities, including a survey available in April, to share your thoughts if you are unable to attend 

a town hall. 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

A reminder that Kindergarten Registra-

tion for September, 2018 is underway.   

 

Eligible children will have been born in 

2014(JK) or 2013 (SK).  If you know of 

anyone in the community with Kindergar-

ten-age children, please share this infor-

mation with them.  Students currently in 

our Junior Kindergarten classes do not 

need to register for Senior Kindergarten. 

 

NOTICE:  Students new to Canada must 

first make an appointment to visit the 

Board’s Reception Centre before registering 

at our school.  Please call them at               

1-888-811-0229 for an  

appointment. 

 

 

TOWN HALL DATES AND TIMES LOCATIONS 

Monday, April 16, 2018 

7 - 9 p.m. 

Keswick High School 
100 Biscayne Blvd., Keswick 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

6 - 9 p.m. 

Markville Secondary School 

1000 Carlton Rd., Markham 

Sunday, April 22, 2018 

2 - 4 p.m. 

Sir William Mulock Secondary School 
705 Columbus Way, Newmarket 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

6 - 8 p.m. 

Maple High School 
50 Springside Rd., Maple 

Saturday, April 28, 2018 

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Bayview Secondary School 
10077 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill 

This Newsletter is being sent on behalf of the York Region District School Board and/or your child’s school 

in compliance with the Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation. If you no longer wish to receive commercial elec-

tronic messages, you may unsubscribe at any time. If you no longer wish to receive any emails from Charles 

Howitt P.S., please contact the school directly to have your email deleted from your child’s Student Informa-

tion Record. 
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School Council News 

Dear Parents, 

  

The School Council would like to extend our thanks to all of those students and their families who supported our Valen-

tine's Day Dance-a-thon on February 14th.  We raised over $2100!  For every $10 a student raised, they received one 

ballot that they could enter into one of many exciting draws.  Congratulations to all of our lucky winners!  All students 

were notified at school, if they won. 

Thank you to our Teachers and Staff who supervised the students during the Dance-a-thon and to the many teachers and 

parents, who donated exciting raffle prizes. The funds raised will be used to support many learning initiatives at 

Charles Howitt.   

  

If you are interested in joining our Fun Fair committee, or would like to make a donation of a new item for our silent 

auction or raffle, or would like to volunteer for the evening of the fair, please email the School Council.  

  

We are in need of parents who can help at our lunch programs. If you are available on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 12:00

-1:00, please email the School Council. We can’t run these programs without parent support! 

  

Thank you  

CHPS School Council 

Kim Dresser:         kjdresser@gmail.com 

Xiaobo Wang:       wxbthetide@yahoo.com 

School Council:     Charles.howitt.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca  

mailto:kjdresser@gmail.com
mailto:wxbthetide@yahoo.com
mailto:Charles.howitt.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOLBOARD 

30 Pearson Avenue, Richmond Hill, L4C 6T7 

Email Address:  charles.howitt.ps@yrdsb.ca 

Telephone:  905-889-2522  Fax:  905-889-9694  

Website:  www.charleshowitt.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

March, 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 26 27 

 
 

 

 

28 1         Day 1 

 

The Big Crunch 

10:30 a.m. 

 
Last Sub Lunch 

for Session 1     

2         Day 2          3 

4 5        Day 3  6         Day 4 

Kindergarten 

classes to 

Tiny Town 

 

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

7         Day 5 8         Day 1 

 

 

 
2nd Session for 

Sub Lunch 

Begins today         

9         Day 2 

Celebration of 

Dance Showcase 

2:00 p.m.-3:15 

p.m.       

10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

 

 

 
 

Lunar New Year 

17 

18 19      Day 3  

 
Green Band to 

Newmarket  

Theatre-Music 

Alive  

20       Day 4 

 

 

 
 

 

Pizza Lunch 

21        Day 5        22       Day 1 

Vision  

Screening- 

SK Students 

 

 
 

Sub Lunch 

23       Day 2 24 

25 26       Day 3 27       Day 4  

Red Band to 

YCDSB Centre 

For the Arts-

Music Alive   

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

28        Day 5 29       Day 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub Lunch 

30     
 

Schools are 

Closed 

 

 

Good 

Friday 

31 

 

 

 

 
Pesach 

March Break - Schools are closed 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Sunday 

2        

 
 

 

 

Schools are 

closed 

 

Easter Monday 

3        Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

4         Day 3 5         Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Sub Lunch 

6        Day 5   

 

 

 

 
Holy Friday 

(Eastern) 

7 

8 9         Day 1 

 

 

 

 
School Council 

Meeting 7:00 pm 

10       Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Pizza Lunch      

11       Day 3  12 Day 4  

 

 

 

 

 
Sub Lunch 

13       Day 5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Vaiskhi 

14 

 

 

 

 

 
 

15 16       Day 1 
Kick Off  

Assembly for 

Jump Rope for 

Heat 

17       Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Pizza Lunch  

18       Day 3     19       Day 4 
Blue Band to 

YCBSD Centre 

for Performing 

Arts-Music Alive 

 

 

 

Sub Lunch 

20       Day 5 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 
Rivdan 

22 23       Day 1 24       Day 2 
Prologue   

Performance -

Jack and    

Cosima   

Grunsky     

Gr. K-3 
 

Pizza Lunch  

25       Day 3    26       Day 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 Sub Lunch 

27       Day 5     
 

Prologue   

Performance - 

Tribal Vision 

Dance       

Gr.  JK-8  

28 

29 30       Day 1 1         Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Pizza Lunch   

2         Day 3     3        Day 4  

 

 

 

 

 
 Sub Lunch 

4         Day 5   5 


